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Mr. Ferguſon's Letter. 


Beloved in the Laird,---- 


\ \ T Ith a great deal of grief, and fellow-feeling, we received your Lamenta- 


ble Lpilile,and as you were pleasd ro make us partakers of the News of the 


Perſecution, and heavy affliftion, wherewith you, ate afflicted-; ſo we delire 


you to {ympathize with us, when yourcad the following lines. Truly our Cale is 
| ſikewiie very deſperate, and our Condition, Deplorable ( if it were poſſible ) with 

Tears of blood, we muſt needs ro the ſhame, and Contuſion of your face, acknow- 
ledge, that you were the only mouth of the Caule—and the greateſt, and chicteſt 


In{trument in Carrying on the precious work of -a turther,. and more rhotough-" 


Reformation. _ Indeed you were the main Wheel, that mov'd. in the late myſte- 
rious Engine, and by your Indefatigable paines, and Induſtry in Contriveing, 
and managing fo great, and glorious a Deſigne, that ic was in a manner 
brought, within fight of the promisd Land ; but woo, and alals to you and us, 


we are neither of us permitted to Enter into 1t, it was all blaſted in the ve- 


ry Minute, and we are all certainly inform'd that nothing bur Woes and Curſes, 
and Judgements, fiery and Indignations are to be pour'd out upon us it we go 
on, and perleſt, in {uch horrid, and Rebellious PraCtices : rhere is a Notable, 
ang thundering Text againſt vs, Curſe not the King, no not in thy Bed-Chamber, 
for the birds of the Air ſhall Carry the thought , and that which hath Wings ſhall tell 
the matter; and therefore it is no wonder we are {0 unhbappily prevented, ſince 
the Little birds not only tell tales, bur diſcover the molt {ecret thoughts and In- 
rentions of the Heart. As for your Spirit of Prophecy, that your write us, 1s en- 
terd into you, wedo {o far beletve it, that all our Plots and defigns are in vain and 
ro no purpole, unlefs to our own deſtruCtion, and that the thoughts of our heats, 
and the works of our hands ſhall Not meer their defign'd Ends, viz. to Eſtabliſh 
the good old Covenant and Afociation, the old high Court of Juſtice, and a Com- 
plying Parliament, that would throughly mind 'their own, and*the Intereſt of 
the Bretheren; Indeed had this took Effet, we had been richer. in goods, than 
in Grace, and ſhould bave repleniſt'd our {elves with the Jewels and the Earings of 
thoſe Egyptians that ſo tyranouſly and perſecutingly Lord it over us——bur on 
the contrary, they - Now {poile us, and diſtrain our Goods, for the violation of 
the Laws ——— but garnt, —that ithad pleaſed our Inferval Maſter, (whoſe 
work we do, and whoſe wages we ſhall affuredly receive) ro bave lengthen'd 
the thread of Seigniour Petapskis life, yer he would never have continu'd to Sutkle 
and Repleniſh us, with the Tap of Sedition, and Rebellion, for he has gone on 
roo much in that Work alreadv ; but We Say——bad he liv*d, vet the ftroock 


of Juſtice would have over taken him, and he would have received a fit recom- 


pence of his Reward, the Axe and Scaffold. | 
And this put me in mind te Advertiſe you of the Reſolution and Courage, 
with which the four Martyrs , embraced their Deſtinys , bur eſpecially che Lord 


Ryfel, who by the Afliſtance: of the Reverend, DoCtor Board, Afted his laſt part 
more 
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more like ſome Mutins Scavolva, or Guido Faux—than a ſneaking Penitent Tray- 
cor his Lordſhips Ghoſt (if reports be true) was lately ſeen near the fatal 
Placefot his Execution, and had like to been kill'd over again, by a midnight- 
Magiſtrate, for not Vaniſhing in dtze Seaſon, bur I ſuppoſe neirher the atorc- 
mention'd Do&ors hand, nor head was concern'd 1n this, if it had, it would ne- 
ver have wandred at ſo unſeaſonable a Minute, or have mer with ſo ſevere a 
Baftinado, Indeed the good Lord art his death approv'd himſelf in forne meaſure 
like Sampſon in killing more at his death than in his life, tor we arc really inform'd 
he made ule of white Powder, which the DoCctor fturniſh'd him with, which does 
a world of Execution without the leaſt Noile, his Speech was as Murdering as Bo- 
rasges Blunderbuſs, tho it made little or no report at all; Indeed the Dottor is 
an Excellent Compoſer, and has done this miſterious Buſineſs to a Title, very 
ingeniouſly, and with a great deal of Caution, but we know (to our Griefs) 
Murder will our, and. ſuch ſort of Knavery cannot be long concealed, tho the 

reateſt care Imaginable be taken to ſecure it, I may fay othim as was ſaid of the 
Men of Benjamen, that he ſlings a Stone ro an hairs Breadth, but he has the fate 
-of Left-handed-men to bevcry Unfortunate, but however the Intention was very 
good, and Pious, he did it no doubt for the Promotion of the good Cauſe, and 
and the carryingon the Work of the Laird (ucceſsfully in the three Nations-—and 
therefore in our Opinion, he deſerves all pothble Laud and Commendation, 
and a large Gratuity out of the ſtock of the Bretheren 

But as for your Dear, aud Intimarte friend Sr. Patience, we have nothing, but 
expected to hear fome News from him &re now,, bur in this too, we are diſap- 
pointed , and know not what to do for three or four ſwindging Evidences when 
thereſt of the Trials come an, 'tis true he did good Service, in his Generation, 
and (as you fay) venturd his Soul far his Friend, but dares not yenturehis 
Neck tor the good O!d Canſe. 

As for M,--G--,and 4--Iſ{uppoſe they breath the ſame Airwith you, and we much 
wonder that you did not morein large on that Subject, if my Lady G-— be 
likewiſe in Terra in cognita, I hope M—is not in fo bad a Condition, as you ſeem 
to repreſent him, for he has, no doubr, (till the ſame Spiritual ſtroakings, inward 
Comforts and Conſolations that he had before, Bur, Woe be untu G—if he 
has not the conſtant Supply of a kind Siſter ro ſupport him in his Miſery ——ag 
for 4—hee is no doubt like Hanibal in the 4/ps, will either make or find a way 
if there be no Stews, or Brothels ready»made, he is the beſt Founder in the 
World, for the old Trade cannot be forgot ; It Would be endleſs to recount all 
our milerys, and the ſeveral AMiCtions, the diltrefled Saints are exerciſed with, 
but we ſhall haſten to a Concluſion, with ſome few words of Ulc and Application. 

1. Then ſince, the Holy Plot, is ſo unexpectedly diſapointed, we may ſee what 
Fools and Idiots theſe men are, that put apy truſt or Confidence in lying Vani- 
tys, or any work of their own hands, others were deſign'd to be our Sacrifices, 
but the Rod is fallen on our own Backs, and we mult all hang in the Air, be- 
tween Heaven and Hell. Eraſmus the ſeventh and the eighth. 

2 From the Conſtant and Relolure behaviour of the Lord Raſe/, you and 
all of us may learn this Profitable Leſſon (viz,) to do Zkewiſe, fince Death is cer- 
tain, what need you care when 1t comes, ſince your-Fate is written in your fore- 
heads. Count Tekely the ſeventh and the eigihth. | 

3. Letusadviſe you to have Patience, under your Sufferings,confidering thatthe 
Laws are aboye you, and that it will be yery Vain and Fooliſh: for an Infant to 
ſtrive againſt a Man of War, bear up like a Couragious Soujdier in the Cauſe, 
and your Lot be to Dyetorit, Dye like a true Proteſtant Martyr with a Lye-in 
your Mouth. | 

Conſider, and ſeriouſly Ponder, what we haye now written unto you, and 

when any thing of moment Interyenes, pray make us acquainted with ir, who 

remain in all brotherly Loye and AﬀeCtion, your deſpiſed, perſecuted Fellow- 


Sufferers. 
London, the laſt year of Whig- 
giſme, and the middle of the 
Month of Sorrow. 
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